
Mick Duncan : Parlez Vous Parly

THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB
24 RUTLAND SQUARE, EDINBURGH EH1 2BW

6th - 30th april 2016
free to public : tuesday - saturday 11.00-5.00pm

2016THE VITAL ART
exhibition of artwork by architect-artists from Scotland and Europe



The Scottish Society of Architect Artists, [est 1987] 
has members drawn from the architectural profession, 
students of architecture and those who have
worked in architecture and landscape
architecture in Scotland.

Across Europe architect-artists have maintained
enthusiasm and skills in the wider visual arts through the 
international association, “Ligne et Couleur”.
This group was formed by like minded
architect-artists in Paris in 1935, and
subsequently reached out establishing societies
in Poland, Germany, Romania, and Italy.

This SSAA exhibition will visit venues around Scotland and will
include items from architect-artist colleagues in France Italy and

Poland alongside members’ own works and special invited Core Exhibits 
on the festival theme of Innovation Architecture and Design. 

6 April-30th April 2016
SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB Edinburgh

19–28thMay 2016
RGI KELLY GALLERY Glasgow

19 Aug- 2 Oct 2016
STIRLING SMITH GALLERY Stirling

THE VITAL ART 
Scottish Charity Number:  SCO13097

SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT-ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

John Picken : Mysterious Venice



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT-ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

          M Stewart Hume : Burning the Boats, Seil

THE VITAL ART Exhibition at Meffan, Forfar
SSAA Exhibition at The Glasgow Art Club.

The century since the establishment of the RIAS,
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, in 1916 is 
notable in that Scotland has excelled in so many aspects 
of innovation, architecture and design.

Fluctuating social and economic fortunes throughout each 
decade of this century stimulated exceptional 
endeavour and resulted in many Scottish architects and 
designers proving themselves very capable of pioneer-
ing new techniques, technologies and international style. 
World recognition for scottish architecture during the 
century has matched or even exceeded the oft-repeated 
music-hall list of “Scottish Inventors”  

Advancements in technology throughout the 20th century 
fostered a taste for Specialisms and Specialists. This has on 
accassions effectively diluted the omnipotence of 
‘the architect’ as lead creative and has on occasions sub-
stituted co-ordination and design management duties. 

Many architects become concerned where artistic and 
aesthetic considerations appear to be squeezed out of 
design in favour of cost engineering or building science. 

The idea and designation ‘Architect-artist’ is therefore a 
modern construct effectively re-asserting and re-stating 
what was once taken for granted.  

THE VITAL ART is our Festival 2016 exhibition featuring art-
work by architect-artists from around Scotland and Europe 
in celebration of meaningful art and architecture links.



www.ssaagallery.org.uk

Throughout 2016 artistic submissions are invited
from SSAA members celebrating the Festival theme of

Innovation Architecture and Design.

We already have an inspiring group of special projects 
artistically representing significant events, designers 

or buildings from the founding of RIAS in 1916.

It is anticipated that many additional items will be explored
and will augment this section of the exhibition before

the Vital Art finale in autumn 2016

Charles Rennie Mackintosh gained international 
notoriety as an Artist, through collaborations 
with Herbert McNair, Margaret and Frances 
MacDonald. 
Mackintosh’s architecture was enriched by his 
understanding of art, and his artworks similarly 
benefitted from his discipline as an architect. 
The definitive Scottish ‘architect-artist’ he is now 
deeply appreciated by a modern profession, 
who now acknowledge CRM’s wide influence 
far beyond Art Nouveau.

GSA : revisited in watercolour by Karen Cairns

Ravelston Garden Flats, 
Edinburgh, designed in 
1935, were undoubtedly 
ahead of their time and 
still demonstrate a fresh 
inspired architectural 
vision which is studied in 
a series of paintings by 
Andrew Merrylees RSA.
Designed by Robert 
Hurd and Andrew Neil 
the flats were “bold 
simplicity threaded by 
an odd streak of
vanity” 

An Art Deco vocabulary: 
ANDREW MERRYLEES

THOMAS S. TAIT’S TOWER, 
GLASGOW,
1938 The UK’s romance 
with Art Deco reached 
a zenith at Glasgow’s 
Empire Exhibition held in 
Bellahouston Park.
A 470 foot high “Tower of 
Empire” designed by Tait, 
had been intended to 
remain as a permanent 
monument but was 
demolished in July 1939.

TAIT’s TOWER sketch by
Ian Stuart Campbell



KLEIN :  photo essay by Michael Wolchover
Bernat Klein, a Serbian émigré, virtually single-
handedly, re-invented the Scottish Borders textile 
industry. His friend and Architect Peter Womersley 
was commissioned in 1958 to design the Klein family 
house and again in 1972 to design a Studio within 
the sloping landscape adjacent to the house. The 
special understanding between artist and architect 
is demonstrated by Klein’s House and Studio pro-
jects which are exemplars of art and architecture in 
harmony.

John Dunbar: Queensferry crossing.           Andy Scott HonSSAA 	  Ian Stuart Campbell: Subway GlasgowMick Duncan : Scottish Parliament Building                            	 Charina Beswick: Still water at sunset

Dr Patricia Cain HonSSAA                           	         Ken Lochead / Mike ShepleySCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT-ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

Peter Allam:  Royal High School                               			   Robin Webster: Ardlamont Hamish Haswell-Smith                              			   Angela Brady OBE:  Sky dance



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

Chris Souter : Stomness winter afternoon                                        Rachel Sutherland: Indian Lake and TempleJohn Skinner: The Blue Saltire        	             Karen Clulow : Stag Head                  George McKI Keith



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

John Dunbar:                                 				    Andrew McKean :  Mill houseBob Anderson: Sorrento                    Iman Hasbullah : Cowgate	                    Annette Pollock : Lake     



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

Francois Joxe : Dans l’Herbe

LIGNE ET COULEUR  :  FRANCE

John Redbond : Man and Fish			   Mick Duncan : Parlez vous Parly



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

Martine Delaleuf : les Citrons                                                  ULESKI:  Instant T1Gerard Fery : La Pensee  				    Roland Gaden: Espace en Rose                                      



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUBLIGNE ET COULEUR  :  FRANCE

Catherine Winogradoff : Pour toi   				                           Claire Roman : Jardin des Plantes
			   J.Michel de Mones del Pujol: Hiver en baie Douarnenez

Luc-Regis Gilbert: Sienne                             ARBO : Fenetre                        Andre Martinat : Landevenec



LIGNE ET COULEUR  :  ITALY LIGNE ET COULEUR  :  POLAND

Beata Makowska : Glasgow           Janusz targowski: landscape                        Anna Malikowska: LeavesGianfranco Missiaja: Harlequin Happy Night                                        Antonio Ruffino: Dittico di Quadrati



THE VITAL ART commenced the Festival of Architecture 2016 with a very special exhibition in the beautiful 
Meffan Gallery Forfar through Jan / Feb. Artwork by architect-artists from around Scotland and Europe 
celebrating shared values between art and architecture made for a splendid show with high quality 
portraits, landscapes, and even several sculptures, curated by Jim Boon and the excellent staff at Meffan ! 

THE VITAL ART: forthcoming 2016 venues:
SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB Edinburgh
RGI KELLY GALLERY Glasgow
STIRLING SMITH GALLERY Stirling
FIRESTATION CREATIVE Dunfermline
www.ssaagallery.org.uk

SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS @ THE SCOTTISH ARTS CLUB

SS
A

A


