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Natalia Misslin

SSAA 24TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION
MACLAURIN GALLERY AYR
The Annual Exhibition is the main calendar
event for members of the Scottish Society
of Architect Artists [SSAA]. In a break from
tradition, which has taken the society on
alternate years to Glasgow, Stirling and
Edinburgh, the 24th Annual Exhibition of
members’ work was held at the Maclaurin
Galleries, Ayr, between 15th May and 5th June
2011. The SSAA is an Associated Society
of the Royal Incorporation of Architects in
Scotland, (RIAS), and counterpart Societies
in France (Ligne et Couleur - Paris);
Germany (Ligne et Couleur - Stuttgart); Italy
(Associazione Architetti Artisti - Venice &
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Verona); and Poland (SARP Warsaw). SSAA
however remains entirely independent of the
RIAS.
Each year a guest artist is invited to exhibit
and to assist in the selection and awarding
of prizes. Ayrshire based artist, Charles
Jamieson MFA PAI PPAI agreed to participate
for the 2011 event and the Society was
proud to have five big and bold guest pieces
incorporated within this show. Charles has
painted professionally since leaving Glasgow
School of Art in the mid 1970s. He has
exhibited regularly in Scotland, London and
New York, winning a variety of awards and
prizes. His frequent travels prove a rich vein
of inspiration and his views of sunlit beaches
are now familiar on an international art market.

The Ayr Clarinet Choir
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Attractive variety of
gallery spaces at
The Maclaurin Gallery
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The exhibits were arranged and hung by Ann
Bontke of the Maclaurin Gallery, who together
with her assistants, did a terrific job greatly
appreciated by all Society Members. Together with
the organisers, Charles Jamieson assessed the
exhibition and concluded that the “Donald Webster
Award for the Best Work” should be given to John
Bell, a new member based in Troon.
The SSAA Award for the “Best Three Works” was
awarded to Stewart Hume, for his fresh bright
interpretations in watercolour. Stewart Hume and
his wife were present at the Vernissage and were
delighted to receive the Award.
This year seventeen exhibits were received from
Europe. Reciprocal exchanges of works with
these Societies, adds valuable vigour and variety
to each exhibition. It also assists in meeting the
SSAA’s declared objectives of fostering greater
interaction between architecture and the visual
arts, and the development of skills in drawing,
painting, sculpture, photography, printmaking and
experimental art.
This year’s call for works also received an
excellent response from the home based SSAA
membership. One hundred and five works were
submitted revealing a healthy variety in subject
matter ranging from portraits to landscapes,

urban to rural, vernacular to modern, nautical
to botanical, and perhaps more unusual among
architects, still life, and life drawings.
Colourful techniques produced interesting and
vigorous watercolours, and acrylics, along side
pen and ink sketches, and line drawings. The
variety and quality of work on sale from £20 to
£6,000 maintains another valued tradition of the
SSAA, - to provide interesting and accessible art
to suit all pockets.
The SSAA 2011 Annual Exhibition occupied
all four linked gallery spaces at The Maclaurin
Gallery, which offered considerably more
generous accommodation than has been enjoyed
previously at the RGI Kelly or the Dundas St
Galleries. This allowed comfortable circulation
and more relaxed opportunities to appreciate
the tasteful and uncluttered display of works.
Artists, and their invited guests, were entertained
musically at the opening, by The Ayr Clarinet
Choir, whose beautiful performances of classical
and innovative interpretations of popular songs
were appreciated by all.
The private view and formal opening of the
exhibition was held before an excellent lunch at
the nearby Brig o Doon, on Saturday 14th May.

Text by Ian Stuart Campbell.
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A well attended Vernissage and formal opening
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the exhibition occupied four galleries including a guest wall.

...and to finish a lovely meal at The Brig O Doon

